Proc. R. Soc. Med. Volume 60 March 1967 become apparent as the campaigns progress; how apt is the comment of the author that 'Sicily was at once a proving ground for the lessons learned in Africa and a dress rehearsal for Italy'. It is to be hoped that these lessons will be remembered.
The book is well illustrated and the inclusion of informal photographs of some of the Army Commanders and Senior Medical Officers mentioned in the text provides a personal and authentic note to the account of a particular incident or action. This publication undoubtedly constitutes an important contribution to military medical literature. This slim volume, the proceedings of an international study group into the causes and associations of prematurity which was held in Oxford in 1964, is a valuable book. Seventeen papers are contributed by obstetricians, paediatricians and other neonatal scientists who have investigated fundamental problems in this area of their joint concern. There is, unfortunately, considerable variation in the quality and depth of the work presented, making reading somewhat patchy, but some papers are extremely good. 'Retarded Faetal Growth' by Alison McDonald, for example, and 'A Community Study of the Relationship between Birth Weight and Gestational Age' by Gerald Neligan, both give lucid accounts of complex statistical analyses. Edward Brett has added a description of the estimation of foetal maturity by neurological examination of the neonate which most clinicians will find valuable.
The importance of this book lies partly in the information which is here assembled for the first time but more in the stimulus it provides.
DAVID WILLIAMS
Circulation of the Blood: Men and Ideas edited by Alfred P Fishman and Dickinson W Richards pp xiv+859 illustrated £7 4s New York: Oxford University Press 1964 No apology is needed for taking a long time to review this magnificent book. In it can be found the history of man's acquisition of knowledge of the heart and the blood vessels, of those who made discoveries and how they did it, of those who are now extending our knowledge, and a little about the present directions of research. It is written by fifteen men of the highest distinction from many parts of the world; it is finely printed on good paper and is illuminated by almost 250 fascinating illustrations.
A glance at the name index shows that William Harvey heads the field with 41 entries spread over 11 of the 12 sections; C F W von Ludwig is second with 32 entries in 9 sections, while Starling and Galen share third place with 26 entries each in 9 and 6 sections respectively. Claude Bernard and Joseph Barcroft have 15 entries each.
The very full bibliographies also have their attractions: it is delightful to find Walsh J 'Of torpedoes found on the coast of England', 1773 followed immediately by Weidmann S 'Resting and action potentials of cardiac muscle ', 1957. It takes some time to read this book but, in doing so, much knowledge of anatomy, physiology, chemistry, physics and history is easily and pleasurably absorbed; it costs a lot of money but is not expensive.
GEORGE ELLIS
Gastroscopic Photography by Robert S Nelson MD pp 122 illustrated 73s Chicago: Year Book Medical Publishers 1966 London: Lloyd-Luke The flexible gastroscope was introduced in 1932 and for many years gastroscopic drawings or paintings sufficed to record the findings. More recently gastric photography has developed and the purpose of this book is to review the methods and illustrate the results obtained with two types of apparatus.
Unfortunately the result is disappointing and there is no doubt that this is a field where skilled medical artists can more than hold their own. Photographic reproductions start off with a great disadvantage in the recording of the reflection of highlights which to the uninitiated may look like mucus if not ulcers. The field of view with the gastroscopes used seemed to be appreciably smaller than the field to which one is accustomed in this country using the flexible Hermon Taylor gastroscope. Admittedly in elderly or frail individuals the Hermon Taylor flexible gastroscope is an instrument which has to be used with very great discretion and care but for most patients it can provide a full and clear view. The original Wolff Schindler instrument also enables medical artists to provide excellent pictures of the various pathological states. Gastric photography, which has arrived rather late in the history of gastroscopy, adds little to the recorded information, but the use of a small intragastric camera may in fact offer a much greater advantage than is suggested in this book: procedure is simpler and less of an ordeal to the patient and can be used for screening purposes.
